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EP 06 - Balkan Youth Centre

The Federal Committee of JEF-Europe, meeting in Oostende in October 2004:
· Bearing in mind the previous JEF-Europe resolutions concerning the South Eastern Europe, particularly the SEE-Initiative adopted at the last congress in Stockholm,

· Reaffirming the commitment to engage in the establishement of strong pro-European youth NGOs in the region,

· Taking into account the valuable work done by many International Youth NGOs (INYGOs) and the European Youth Forum through the Balkan Youth Project in the past years,

· Recognizing the importance of a continuous and strong presence of IYNGOs in the region and the continous committments on the side of financial donors,

Calls upon the JEF-Europe Executive Bureau to:

· work on creating a coalition of interested partners for a more permanent presence in the youth NGO sector in the Balkans, starting with the member organizations of the European Youth Forum participating in the existing Balkan Youth Project,

· explore the opportunities to get permanent funding for a sustainable involvement in the region,

· elaborate a communication strategy for possible donors present in individual countries of  the region,

· consider the establishement of a coordination point for future JEF sections' projects in the region, under the name of »Balkan Youth Centre«.

The Balkan Youth Centre should:

· be the contact point for projects carried out by the relevant partners and JEF sections/groups from the region,

· encourage the relevant partners and JEF sections/groups from the region to strenghten their presence in the civil society sector in the region,

· reinforce the cooperation among the JEF sections from the current EU member states and the existing JEF sections/groups from the region,

· help the relevant partners and JEF sections/groups from the region in identifying sustainable sources of project funding,

· offer support services during the planning and implementation of the projects carried out by the relevant partners and JEF sections/groups from the region,

· create effective ways of direct information exchange between the JEF sections/groups from the region,

· improve the coordination of activities carried out by the JEF sections/groups from the region,

· provide training activities on Youth NGO work for members of the relevant partners and JEF sections/groups from the region,

· provide training activities on political education aimed at overcoming the existent active participation deficit among youth in the region,

· offer the possibility of study visits and exchanges of volunteers between JEF sections or groups.
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The Young European Federalists (JEF) is a supranational, political pluralistic youth organisation with about 25.000 members in over 35 European countries. The aim of JEF is to work for the creation of a European federation, as a first step towards peace and more free, just and democratic society. Our ideas are spread through international activities and youth exchanges, publications, public actions and co-operation with other youth-organisations. 

JEF is partly financially supported by the European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe and the European Union.


