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Entering the European Monetary Union is not straightforward or effortless; it’s a rather challenging task to fulfill all the demanding economic requisites required by the convergence criteria. Up until now only 13 countries have replaced their national currency with the euro and few other Member States are waiting in line to join the club. Slovakia is one of the countries that is tipped to join the EMU in 2009 and considerable attempts are currently being made by the national authorities to attain this goal that is seen as an important factor in the stabilisation of the European market and the creation of jobs. Efforts in this domain need to extend beyond economic policies. Citizens need to be made aware of the changes that the adoption of euro will bring and all those myths about the common currency need to be deflated. This is exactly what UEF in cooperation with JEF and EurActiv have done by organising a debate in Bratislava on the advantages and drawbacks of euro.  

The event took place last Tuesday, 30th of January at the EU Commission representation to Slovakia and it was aimed at discussing and debating the benefits and disadvantages of Slovakia joining the EMU. The debate was part of the recently launched Speak Up Europe Campaign and gathered more than 40 participants that were welcomed by Mr. 
Branislav SLYSKO, the EU Commission representative. Later, after the welcome speech, the audience was given the chance to interact with experts on EU Economic issues from “Team Europe” that was especially set up by the EU Commission representation for such events. The innovative methodology used during the event involved pre- and post- voting procedure on whether Slovakia will benefit from adopting the common currency or not. Consequently, the audience was split over the question but a clear majority found the idea of having an economy operating in few years time in euros sympathetic. 
The two hour debate was followed by a reception where the participants continued the discussion and still tried to persuade the sceptical side of the benefits of the single currency!
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