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INTRODUCTION 

 
The UEF annual Activities Kick-Off meeting gathered members of the UEF Bureau and Secretary Generals 
and Presidents of UEF national sections (or their representatives) and members of the UEF/JEF campaign 
task force. This year the meeting attracted 38 members from across Europe.  

The first day of the meeting was devoted to the political priorities of the Federalists and to shaping the 

work plan for the next 12 months, followed by a session on how to increase UEF membership and a 

session on how to best use the opportunity of the 70th anniversary. Sunday’s session featured a debate on 

Federalists proposals for EU reforms beyond the Lisbon treaty, with guest speaker Sietse Wijnsma, advisor 

to Guy Verhofstadt.  
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AGENDA  

GRAM 
Saturday 12 September 

  
10.30 SESSION I:  FOCUSING POLITICAL PRIORITIES FOR THE NEXT YEAR 

 

 Each representative of a national section to present in 10 minutes: 
(1)   the European political debate in her/his country,  
(2)   the view of his/her organisation on the political priorities for the federalist 

movement 
 

 UEF and JEF to present the European view 
 

 Wrapping up some proposals 
  
12.30 Lunch break 

 
13.30 SESSION II: DEVELOPING A COMMON WORK PLAN FOR THE NEXT YEAR 

 

 Each representative of a national section to present in 10 minutes: 
(1)   1-2 key political or organisational activity/initiatives planned by her/his section 

in the coming months and that could be a best practice for other sections, and  
(2)    1-2 proposals for initiatives at European level in the next 12 months. 

 
 
 
 
15.00 

 Calendar of UEF and JEF activities and initiatives for the next 12 months and how to 
optimise participation by national sections 
 

Coffee break 
 

15.30 SESSION III : INCREASING UEF MEMBERSHIP 
 

 Each representative of a national section to present in 5 minutes the status of their 
organisation (members, local sections, recruitment activities) 

 

 Membership initiatives organised by the European level 
 

17.30 
 
 
 
 
 

18.30 

SESSION IV: TOWARDS UEF 70th ANNIVERSARY 
 

 Presentation of the draft program and initiatives planned by the European level 
 

 Discussion on how to best use the opportunity at national level 
 
Closing  

 
Sunday 13 September 

 
9.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.30 

 
Debate 
 
FEDERALIST PROPOSALS FOR EU REFORMS BEYOND THE LISBON TREATY – DEVELOPING UEF 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE REPORTS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 
Guest Speaker:  

 Sietse WIJNSMA, Advisor to Guy Verhofstadt, currently working on the preparation of 
the European Parliament’s report on The Institutional Future of the European Union 
Beyond the Treaty of Lisbon 

 
Closing 

 

 



 

3 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

SURNAME NAME FUNCTION SECTION 

ANSELMI Giorgio President UEF Italy (MFE) 

AVDELLAS Christos Actions & Advocacy Officer UEF Secretariat 

BRINGINA Laura Communications Manager UEF Secretariat 

CALMES Alain President UEF Luxembourg 

CIAVARINI AZZI Michele President UEF Belgium 

CIPOLLETTA Chiara Stella Secretary-General UEF Luxembourg 

FAURA Pablo President UEF Spain 

FERRERO Francesco Vice-President UEF 

GOGOU Daphne PC4 Chair UEF Group Europe 

HEGEDŰS Sándor President UEF Hungary 

HEGEDŰS Andras Member UEF Hungary 

IVANOV Velko Secretary-General UEF Bulgaria 

LACROIX Yves President JEF Netherlands 

LAZARUS Anton Actions & Network Officer UEF Secretariat 

LIRONI Elisa Policy & Advocacy Officer UEF Secretariat 

LIVARDJANI Mana Director UEF Secretariat 

MARTINEZ David Policy & Advocacy Officer UEF Secretariat 

MENNERAT François Vice-President UEF France 

MOOS Christian Secretary-General UEF Germany (EUD) 

OOMSELS Peter Vice-President JEF Europe 

OSTYN Dominique Bureau Member UEF Europe 

PRUVOST Claudine Treasury UEF France 

RUIZ DEVESA Domenec Vice-President UEF Spain 

S HENRIQUES Filipe Member JEF Portugal 

SAMPAIO Henrique Member JEF Portugal 

SANDEN Florian Vice-President JEF Netherlands 

SPOLTORE Franco Secretary-General UEF Italy (MFE) 

SZADAY Rezso Secretary-General UEF Hungary 

TRUMELLINI Luisa Board Member UEF Italy (MFE) 

VACCA Paolo Secretary-General UEF 

VIEILLEDENT Catherine Secretary-General UEF Group Europe 
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SESSION I:  FOCUSING POLITICAL PRIORITIES FOR THE NEXT YEAR 

 

Presentations by UEF, JEF and National Section Representatives 

 

Paolo Vacca (UEF Secretary General) The future of the Euro area remains the key issue on the political 

agenda. The European Federalists should push towards a deeper and stronger Eurozone and be more 

active in the follow-up of the Five Presidents Report and should also closely follow and try to influence the 

report to be prepared by the Constitutional Affairs Committee on “the future of the EU beyond Lisbon”. 

The UEF Secretariat has taken over as the secretariat of the Spinelli Group. 

Peter Oomsels (JEF Vice-President) There is a solidarity crisis not only in the Eurozone but now with the 

refugee crisis in the EU in general. JEF’s political priority is to make sure that the federalist movement is 

not at the end of its life but that it helps put the EU back on the right track. The draft work plan aims at 

focusing on migration, tolerance, human rights and the fight against racism in order to tackle the EU’s 

institutional and economic challenges.  

 

 

 

Christian Moos (EUD) Schengen and migration are the urgent issues. Local sections will be strengthened if 

they can launch debates at the local level and get involved in the direct assistance to refugees. EUD has 

started a series of successful dialogues with stakeholders about TTIP. EUD is willing to do the same thing 

for migration during the next year. Migration is now the issue and there is no single position or answer in 

Germany or the EUD. The current high level of arrivals cannot be handled in the long term. The right to 

asylum has to be maintained. Germany has been living very well with the Dublin agreement which was 

detrimental to the Southern countries. That is not European solidarity. There is a need for a coherent 

European foreign and security policy and the creation of EU army. The EU cannot do without the means 

to intervene in case of crisis. 

Franco Spoltore (MFE) There are strong, and even irrational, anti-European political forces. This does not 

mean the rejection of Europe in public opinion, but strong distrust against other countries, and finger 
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pointing (to Germany in particular). After the Greek and the migration crises, the sentiment of the public 

opinion has perhaps slightly changed. They have shown the will for solidarity in Europe.  

In Italy, the government has different problems, because it is very pro-European government, but it 

seems to have difficulties to understand the role that Italy can play in Europe because of an internal 

attempt to reform the country. Italy is thus unable to develop political positions at the European level. 

MFE is working to influence the Italian government in order to develop a strong position on the 

institutional future of the European Union. 

Papers for MFE’s new campaign have been approved. They address the governments and the European 

institutions, focusing on two major topics: the completion of the EMU and the need of a European 

government to address external challenges.  

Catherine Vieilledent (UEF Group Europe) Fragmentation and division is everywhere. Group Europe has 

addressed a letter to heads of state and governments stating that this situation with migration cannot go 

on. The Eurozone crisis is the biggest challenge, there is a need for investment and a re-launching of the 

European economy. Migration is also an important issue. 

 Francois Mennerat and Florent Banfi (UEF France) There are three priorities for UEF France:  

- The asylum seeker crisis. It is clear that there is no real courage to face this issue, and the French 
authorities have been paralysed by the speech of the Front National; 

- French national politics, in which the increasing numbers of unemployment have caused a public 
disagreement within the French government; 

- The Eurozone issue, proposals for a political union lack the support of both the Prime Minister and 
President. UEF France is trying to raise the issue of the Eurozone to all the MEPs but so far only two 
have responded. 

 

 

Alain Calmes and Chiarra Stella Cipolletta (UEF Luxembourg) The national section is in the process of 

being re-launched. Luxembourg is pro-European by definition. The current coalition government is pro-

European and the opposition is Juncker’s party, which is obviously strongly pro-European.   

On the future of the Eurozone, the actions of federalists should aim at pushing the discussion to the next 

level. Many of the proposals in the Five Presidents Report can be a very good starting point and the 
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Federalists can have a role in highlighting the good things, and helping the European Commission to move 

faster. Federalists should revive discussion on Human Rights at the European level, together with 

discussions about European citizenship. European defence is another important topic.  

Pablo Faura (UEF Spain) the European debate in Spain is focused in three issues:  

- The Euro crisis and in particular the Greek bailout, and how this was managed, and how it could 
influence the outcome of the Spanish general elections in December; 

- The Migration crisis: and a debate between national and regional governments about the numbers 
Spain is able to accommodate;  

- Catalonia: it is regarded as a European matter because an important part of the debate is whether 
Catalonia could stay in the EU.  

There is a need to stress the link between European member states and European institutions. What is 

happening in Greece and in the migration crisis is creating frustration about the European project. But 

the problems the EU faces comes from the lack of integration, so more integration is needed to manage 

this better. The first priority is to be able to explain that the European Federalists defend another project 

for Europe, followed by a follow-up on the Five Presidents report. 

Michele Ciavarini Azzi (UEF Belgium) The EU is not clear on migration, even federalists confuse migrants 

and asylum seekers. European Federalists need to define the federal model for Europe. Europe is stuck, 

and it is important for the Federalists to concentrate themselves at the level of the citizens, the scholars 

and the parliamentarians. It is time for the Federalists to open the debate on the key elements that could 

make Europe work, and subsidiarity and solidarity should be the main topics to be discussed.  

Velko Ivanov (UEF Bulgaria) The main topics for UEF Bulgaria are: 

- The accession of the country to Schengen: Nothing has been done yet, but it is normal for a country 
that joined the EU without an internal debate. This shows how the imposition of European values on 
Member States is not working. Sofia feels just an echo of the American and German political 
decisions;  

- The refugee crisis, for which there are some people in Bulgaria complaining that Europe is granting 
rights to the refugees that are not granted to them.  

Sándor Hegedűs (UEF Hungary) Hungary is now an autocracy, the President does whatever he wants. 

Federalists in Europe should find ways to make the EU more effective. It is not only by spreading a 

behaviour which is not in line with common aims, but against common aims.  

Daniel Gerer (UEF Austria) In Austria there is deep division of public opinion regarding refugees and that 

Austrian politics is in a state of shock. No one knows what to do and how to react. The Austrian 

government has been incapable to act as a situation solver and this is why the civil society had to organise 

itself to offer help to refugees. In October there will be elections in Vienna, where there will be a rise of 

the right against the migrants. Most of the media blame Europe for the situation. European Federalists 

need to explain that the EU has no powers on this. Politicians should now provide for rules and powers to 

handle this issue at the European level.  

Daphne Gogou, (PS4 Chairwoman, on behalf of UEF Greece) Greek Federalists did not have time to 

influence the Greek referendum before the summer, because of the short notice. For the upcoming 

elections, the outcome is very unclear.  But, it is expected to have an increase on the number of votes for 

anti-European parties, as a reaction to austerity policies.  

Another very serious issue for Greece is the refugees and humanitarian crisis, which is dramatic, because 

there was no preparation for this. The former migration minister did not prepare any return policy and at 

the moment more than 200 000 refugees transit via Greece. European Federalists need to present a 
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positive message to address these crises and it is needed to follow the German and Austrian examples. 

Overall, Federalists should start reflecting on the integration of migrants. 

Filipe S. Henriques and Henrique Sampaio (UEF Portugal) During the crisis, Portuguese citizens had the 

idea that what happens in Greece will happen in Portugal a couple of months later. At the same time, the 

left party is trying to get to power with a Syriza-like programme, with a debate centred on debt. The 

refugee crisis is not present in Portugal. However, even though the government first opposed the quota 

system, now they seem to be supporting it and asking for a higher quota for Portugal. 

Yves Lacroix (JEF Maastricht) The Netherlands is currently a very anti-EU country. HThere are some big 

political parties that support the European idea, but they are afraid to publicly express it to their voters. 

On the other hand, there are too many anti-EU forces. Federalists needs to address this issue. The youth 

political organisations in the Netherlands are much more pro-EU, and this should be the place where the 

Federalists must look for support. The migration crisis should be used as a tool to promote the idea of 

Europe. 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL INTERVENTIONS 

Francesco Ferrero (UEF Vice President) The UEF needs to deliver in telling the truth and being fast in 

reactions. There is a need to insist on the fact that Europe is not delivering and that the current model 

cannot work. Fixing the Eurozone is not going to be the priority of the governments at this stage, rather 

defence and migration will be. The Federalists should focus on the European political debate in their 

country and the view of their organisation on the political priorities for the federalist movement. 

 

Monica Tiberi (UEF Belgium) The fact that citizens are reacting is very important. The Federalists should 

still lead those that say that the EU is not the problem. For the upcoming migration meeting at the 

Council, Federalists from different Member States should come together and work on finding solutions. 

Catherine Vieilledent (UEF Group Europe) Federalists need some slowness and depth. The problem for 

UEF is that there are still some people that they do not even know who Federalists are and what they do. 

The UEF has to offer EU citizens true solutions. At the moment it would be good to take the time to really 

interact with local societies.  
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Josef Labenhauf (JEF Austria) Federalists must invest time in order to promote federalist ideas to local 

communities. Jean-Claude Juncker seems to be the right person to lead Europe at this moment, the 

European Federalists have to take advantage of that.  

Michele Ciavarini Azzi (UEF Belgium) There is a big failure of humanitarian issues that are in the core of 

the EU. In 2015, walls are being built within the EU and nobody has reacted. European Federalists have to 

put these points to the EU discussion. The Spinelli Group can be a great opportunity for UEF and its 

development. In the future the UEF should try to speak in public about its EU model. 

Peter Oomsels (JEF Europe) The Federalists should focus the democratic participation of the citizens. 

Where should Europe go? When will this be defined? Technology and modern communication methods 

must be promoted to support participation and democracy.  
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SESSION II: DEVELOPING A COMMON WORK PLAN FOR THE NEXT YEAR 

 

Paolo Vacca (Secretary General of UEF) The Secretariat has organised a number of events in Brussels and 

elsewhere, support is being provided to the AFCO reports and the UEF is working on a series of 

publications.  

It is necessary to increase both the number of activities at national level and the number of activists and 

volunteers. All national sections need to try and work more together to move from debating to actions. 

Events should be combined with recruitment activities to increase the number of members. Further 

events are planned outside of Brussels in order to support and strengthen the national sections.  

Federalists are behind in the field of campaigning and national sections must contribute with their ideas in 

the upcoming Congress. 

 

 

 

Christian Moos (EUD) There is a need to organise campaigns and to provide help between sections. In 

Brussels the UEF should try to get in touch with various stakeholders, especially to engage with 

representatives from business.  

Franco Spoltore (MFE) MFE has launched a campaign based on two petitions on economic aspects and 

common foreign and security policy. The next step is to prepare a short common letter to be sent to EU 

institutions and national politicians. The campaign for the European elections was very successful, 

mostly because of the effective use of UEF website.  

Paolo Vacca (UEF Secretary General) ‘Stand up for the United States of Europe’ have launched a petition 

on the migration issue and a web platform called Common Borders in which they collect signatures asking 

for a common European management and action for migrants.  

Francesco Ferrero (UEF Vice President) The creation of more small organisations is a very positive sign for 

the EU and it proves that there are many people that want a Federal Europe.  

Sándor Hegedűs (UEF Hungary) UEF should try and work together with the Common Borders campaign, 

since they share the same goals. 
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Pablo Faura (UEF Spain) It is easier to organise an event with 3-4 other organisation that share the same 

goals and values. UEF Spain has planned two initiatives: publishing a book and organising a Congress, in 

order to bring people who share the same opinions together and to increase membership.  

Florent Banfi (UEF France) UEF France has its Congress in three weeks, it is weak but steady and ready to 

grow. There is a need for more synergies with UEF. Actions should be organised in cooperation with the 

European level. Barriers for people to join should be removed.  

Massimo Malcovati (MFE) In Italy, whenever there is a public statement of a politician or public figure, 

MFE sends a letter to this person expressing its support and then it pushes the local authorities to also 

provide public support to this statement. UEF in Brussels should focus on creating networks with other 

stakeholders in Brussels apart from NGOs. 

Monica Tiberi (UEF Belgium) It is really important for European Federalists to grow in Brussels and 

become stronger. UEF Belgium is planning to create a web platform, but it is necessary to find a strong 

political message and organise it properly.  

Francesco Ferrero (UEF Vice President) the UEF needs to focus on tackling cases like the Hungarian 

situation. This can also support national sections. The UEF needs to expand its activities in all EU capitals, 

apart from Brussels.  

 

 

 

Domenec Ruiz Devesa (UEF Spain) The UEF Secretariat had done good work in the field of Policy and 

Advocacy, it can also be useful to the national sections. It is necessary to attract more people from 

Brussels, especially MEPs’ assistants, who are in most cases responsible for policy development. 

 Daphne Gogou (PC4 Chairwoman) It is really important to create synergies between national sections. 

Only if national sections start working together will UEF be able to achieve its goals. 

Velko Ivanov (UEF Bulgaria) UEF Bulgaria has also planned to launch a campaign for the upcoming 

national elections that will focus on how the EU funds help in regional development.  

The European Secretariat should provide more support to the national sections regarding the 

reimbursement plan, in order to make it easier for them to attend meetings. 
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UEF BELGIUM will organise a conference with PubAffairs on economic and fiscal union for Europe and one 

month later, in October, a General Assembly. They are planning to re-launch the seminar topics 

‘MidiFederalist’ in 2016. Plans will be sent to the secretariat and FC as soon as approved. UEF Belgium has 

published the article: Which Federalism for Europe?  

UEF AUSTRIA’s campaign for the 2014 European elections was awarded a major prize. The next campaign 

on Europe – visions, thoughts, how citizens can face the current challenges, other sections are invited to 

join – the website should be translated. There are also plans to combine film screenings with topical 

political debates.  

Alain Calmes (UEF Luxembourg) In the framework of the Luxembourg Presidency UEF Luxembourg will 

organise a couple of events. They are open to collaborate with the UEF Secretariat to organise an event 

after the Presidency.  

Christian Moos (EUD) EUD will have two projects with municipal politicians and teachers. They will also 

create resources for these target groups on their website. 

Franco Spoltore (MFE) European Federalists should have a common letter signed by all the UEF Sections. 

The link between Eurozone integration and migration must be made. 

Catherine Vieilledent (UEF Group Europe) Research and innovation, development and migration are 

issues that Group Europe is currently working on.  

UEF HUNGARY find it very hard to convince anybody that federalism is the solution. Meetings are being 

planned for October on how to integrate refugees and to generate knowledge about the EU and the 

European project.  

Daphne Gogou (PC4 Chairwoman) It is necessary to react on the refugee crisis in Hungary, a press release 

against the adoption of regulation by the Hungarian Government should be made.  

Daphne Gogou and Christian Moos agreed to work on the draft. The issue should be raised at the 

upcoming EPP Congress.  

Peter Oomsels (JEF Europe) JEF’s sections already successfully cooperate across borders, especially by 

larger sections mentoring smaller or newer ones. This way helps small sections to grow faster. 

Pablo Faura and Domenec Devesa (UEF Spain) In JEF Spain “European dinners” have created an attractive 

environment for people to join and this is how JEF Catalonia grew. It is good to combine UEF’s activities 

and content with social events.  

Paolo Vacca (UEF Secretary General) the Secretariat is open to cooperate and provide support to the 

national sections but emails sent out to sections sometimes do not always lead to responses. 

 

 

The Bureau welcomes invitations for national congresses, asks section to share the dates of national 

sections statutory meetings. In Maastricht, UEF will draft a position on migration, which will be further 

developed at the next FC. European Federalists will be present at the Congresses of European political 

parties.  
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SESSION III : INCREASING UEF MEMBERSHIP  

 

Paolo Vacca (UEF Secretary General) Almost all UEF national sections have less than 100 members. 

Sections should have bilateral meetings with JEF sections and discuss the possibility of a double 

membership, in the biggest sections – Italy, Austria, Spain, and Switzerland – this is already happening. At 

European level, UEF is about to launch an individual membership strategy that will target Brussels.  

Alain Calmes (UEF Luxembourg) UEF Luxembourg has been working together with the European 

movement, teachers associations and other stakeholders from the Luxembourgish society. There is a 

need for a JEF section in Luxembourg. Many former members have retired and are inactive. However, 

through new media, new events and collaboration with civil society organisations there is enough space 

in Luxembourg to attract new members. 

Velko Ivanov (UEF Bulgaria) JEF and EM Bulgaria share the same premises to better coordinate events 

and actions. Bulgaria has join JEF/UEF membership, furthermore UEF has been paying all the 

administrative costs of JEF Bulgaria for the last three years. However, participation in European events is 

very problematic due to travel costs.  

Florent Banfi (UEF France) Online space should be used to promote ideas. Many people that are not in big 

cities have been attracted but it is difficult to make them members. In the next two years a list of trainings 

and events will be developed to engage membership. 

Luisa Trumellini (MFE) Individual members should be represented in statutory bodies.  

Paolo Vacca (UEF Secretary General) Individuals, who are resident in a country where a national section 

exists will automatically become members of these sections and thus be represented. 

Massimo Malcovati (MFE) In Italy statutes clearly mentions that recruitment should be organised 

annually. MFE reaches out to schools with Federalist and JEF speakers on European unification (organised 

at least twice) and engages them in debate sessions. This allows for the local sections to be active and 

also to recruit. Joint UEF/JEF membership is successful in Italy. 

Paul Frix (UEF Belgium) UEF Belgium is starting to produce publications, which will help to increase 

awareness about issues towards a federal Europe. European Federalists need a campaign to mobilise 

people.  

UEF Hungary has around 50 members and cooperates closely with JEF.   

Peter Oomsels (JEF) The number of young people that want to get involved in JEF, is decreasing. At the 

same time, UEF fails to realise that there are many older people who have a lot of free time and they can 

be a good audience for European Federalists. 
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SESSION IV: TOWARDS UEF CONGRESS AND 70th ANNIVERSARY 

 

Mana Livardjani (Director of UEF Secretariat) The 70th Anniversary is an excellent opportunity to give 

additional visibility to the organisation and increase membership. The structure of the Congress allows 

space for debates. The city of Strasbourg are keen to cooperate and are willing to name a street after 

Altiero Spinell. External exhibitions need to be discussed in detail. UEF does not have a campaign to be 

launched in January 2016, but it could be a great communication campaign with a great story to tell.  

Florent Banfi (UEF France) UEF’s 70 years of history is something that differentiates it from other NGOs 

and it should be highlighted. UEF France is also working on a book on 70 years of Federalism.  

Velko Ivanov (UEF Bulgaria) The anniversary could be combined with the commemoration of the Nice 

Initiative. There is a video that was made about the Nice Demonstration available from JEF Bulgaria. 

Federalists should use this story to inspire people and also to increase membership.  

Pablo Faura (UEF Spain) Such a video can attract a lot of viewers and it can be used at national level. 

Monica Tiberi (UEF Belgium) The anniversary it is the right occasion to launch a big public demonstration.  

Massimo Malcovati (MFE) There is a link between historical events and current issues. To show to people 

where Europe was, where is now and where is going to. It is also a good opportunity to open discussion 

on current issues and not only celebrate. 

Paolo Vacca (UEF Secretary General) The conditions for the congress will be circulated to the national 

sections at the beginning October.  

Domenec Ruiz Devesa (UEF Spain) Federalists should organise an international seminar on the UEF 

history. 
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DEBATE: FEDERALIST PROPOSALS FOR EU REFORMS BEYOND THE LISBON TREATY – 
DEVELOPING UEF CONTRIBUTION TO THE REPORTS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

Guest Speaker: Sietse WIJNSMA, Advisor to Guy Verhofstadt, currently working on the preparation of the 

European Parliament’s report on The Institutional Future of the European Union Beyond the Treaty of 

Lisbon 

 

 

This report is the second effort to explore the limits of the current treaties. It is still a draft and many 

things might change in the following weeks. As an own-initiative report it will be used to set the agenda 

for the future. The four main topics of the report are as follows: 

1. The geometry of the EU: 

There are Member States that seem to want an à la carte membership in the EU. There are now many 

small Unions within the EU, for example a Union for the Member States of the Eurozone, a Union for the 

Shengen Member States and many more. However, all Member States have the right to decide on every 

issue, even if they are not actually involved and this needs to change. The report will contain proposals on 

the EU membership towards fixing these problems. There are many details that need to be clarified, like 

the case of the UK, EU citizenship and the regions that want to become independent countries, but when 

it is necessary to decide on these issues, the EU will find solutions.  

2. The strengthening of the Eurozone 

In the last ten years the financial crisis has led to many decisions and measures. An EU finance minister 

should be created, responsible for monitoring and reassuring the implementation of such measures. This 

position would also be responsible for economic and monetary issues and for securing fiscal capacities. 

Furthermore, a Eurozone budget has to be created as soon as possible. The ECB and the ECJ should have 

greater involvement in the EMU. The Five Presidents Report’s timetable is very slow. Overall, the report 

aims at reawakening the interest of Member States to place themselves in the core of the EU, in particular 

by joining the Eurozone.  
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3. Democratization and accountability 

All executive powers should be put in the hands of the European Commission. The Commission should be 

limited to 15 Commissioners, appointed directly by the Commission President, without the involvement 

of the Members States.  

During the last European elections the European political parties put forward their candidate for the 

President of the Commission (Spitzenkandidaten). However, not all EU voters could vote for their 

preferred candidate. Real EU elections would offer transnational or pan-European voting lists, 

spearheaded by the candidates for the President of the Commission.  Within the European Parliament 

one should think of differentiation between the Eurozone MEPs and non-Eurozone MEPs, especially if 

there is going to be a Eurozone budget. 

The Council should have a clearer and better way of working, including the abolishment of the rotating 

Presidency. The Member States should be able to determine their own representation in the Council, for 

instance they could consist of representatives from national Parliaments and not necessarily just 

representatives directly appointed by Governments. There should be more involvement and the 

possibility of positive contributions from national parliaments on EU matters. 

4. EU Foreign policy 

It would be a very positive step to give to the ECJ jurisdiction on foreign policy issues, especially on human 

rights. In order to have a more effective and responsive foreign policy, it is important to have more 

Qualified Majority Voting. The Vice-President/High Representative of the EU should become the official 

foreign affairs minister of the EU and thus the single representative at international meetings and 

conventions. The European foreign affairs minister should also have the possibility to have two deputies, 

who could be commissioners, to support her.  

The Lisbon treaty transfers a lot of powers to EU level but, at the same time, some articles protect 

national sovereignty. The same happens with the ECJ and with energy policy. It is necessary to leave 

behind these limitations and give more power to the EU.  

This report should initiate a big discussion on the future of the EU. The existing network of pro Europeans 

must be developed. The debate must be taken to the citizens. Through this report and other activities, 

momentum must be built towards treaty change, but this will not happen before 2017, when there will be 

major political developments, such as the German and French elections and the British referendum. 
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